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Stormy Petrel
- Of Situation

Briand Faces Problem of
Meeting Demand at Home
for “No Moderation’ and |
Preserving Allied Entente

By Wilbur Forrest

PARIS, September 7.

HEN Alexandre Millerand

was clected President of

france, less than a year

¢¢o, he warned the nation

that the highest ciwic office in the land |
would cease to be a figurehead position, |

To-day France's simple-mannered, 7- |
o'clock-breakfasting President—who has |
Jjust played a silent, but powerful, role
in the late lamented Allied Sugreme
Council in Paris-—is perhaps more
popular with both his civil and political |
countrymen than ever before. And.‘
moreover, they are convinced that he is
not a Presidential fizurehead. |

To President Millerand is given the
credit for preventing a political u|1-|
heaval which would have at least|

; threatened the present French Furo-
pean policy and possibly have caused
by now France’s isolation in Conti-
nental politica.

France's present European policy iz
one of eeconomic stabilization and re-
construction which carries along with it
& tendeney towdrd moderation for Ger-
many under certain reservations, But
there is a school of thought here which
is convinced that Premier Aristide
Briand, the pelitical head of France,
shonld stop pelitical jousting with Mr.
Lloyd George, of Downing Street, be-
fore the bar of what until recently ap-
peared to be the highest Allied court
in Europe—~-the Supreme Council. The
underlying theory is that Mr. Lloyd
George is the better jouster. The new
school of thought doubtiess reckons
among its members the civil head of
the French government.

French public oninion and'a growing
anti-government bloe in the Chamber
of Deputies still mistrust even a pol-
icy of moderation where the late cnemy
across the Rhine is concerned. To them
a policy of ultra-moderation is not only
dangeraus but unthinkable, But even a
moderation policy has its foundation
on a political entente between France
and England. Without the moral sup-
port of England France is ivolated to
a policy of force. FPublic opinion knows
this, and so did Premier Briand before
the session of the Supreme Council in
Paris.

Lloyd George consequently came to
the Patis Supreme Council with a club
in his hand. The weapon took the form
of a greater indiffarence toward a con-
tinued Franco-British entente in Eur-
opa than Lloyd COeorge knew existed
in France. It menacingly demanded
a French policy of ultra-modaration
toward Germany; the suppression of
French cconomic sanctions under which
she collects the German customs on the
Rhine; the discontinuance of the inter-
Allicd military commigsion in Germany
which supervises the Reich’s disarma-
ment obligations, and, more important
than all, French concession fo giving
the lion's share of the highly important
industrial area of Upper Silesia to
Germany as against’ the eluims of Po-
land, France's ally.

A week before the initial session of
the Supreme Council the French Coun-
cil of Ministers—the Cabinet—assem-
bled at Rambouillet, the summer resi-
dence of President Millerand. Premier
Briand outlined the menace of the
Lioyd Georgian club and the conse-
quences of French isolation if the po-
litical entente were broken between
England and Franee. With this in mind,
he envisaged French concessions in the
forthcoming inter-Allied supreme court.

But if Premier Briand is head of the
French Cabinet, President Millerand
has proved to be no figurehead. Briand
left Rambouillet with the promise that
&ny important decision in the Supreme
Council would first be submitted to
the Cabinet.

Millerand Decides to
Inspect Lloyd George's Club

Millerand, backed by several minis-
ters of state, visualized the political
storm that any wide conceszions to
British demands would proveks in
France. Millerand decided to call Lloyd
George's bluff and to have a look at the
elub, to see it it was real. The Supreme
Council assembled in Paris. When it
appeared that Lloyd George as the bet-
ter politician had gained the support
of most of the Council delegates on his
Upper Silesian thesis and the British
stand was irrevocable, Premier Briangd
made good on his promise to consult the
Cabinat. To fail to concede the Brit-
ish viewpoint appesred to threaten an

open rupture of the Franco-British po-

litical entente.

Briand left the Cabinet session witn
& message for Lloyd George. The mos-
gage in effect was: “Your thesis is
unaeeeptable to France. Go ahead and
do yeur worst.” All the French curds
Were on the table, and if the informa-
tion which comes from inner political
circles in Paris to-day is correct it
wis Millerand who was playing the
hand. Lloyd Georpe’s bluff had been
ealled, Me was told to go ahead and
swing the elub,

Veterans who watched the Versailles
conference through its various'and hec-
tic stages in 1910 remember that i€ was
President Wilson who ret the procedans
(of gignalling transportation to get up
steam and tareatening to wolt it every-
thing did not go his way. :

Lioyd George, who had brought his
Upper Silesian thegis, his breali-the-
entente club and hizg Gaelic determina-
tion to Paris to werk for a policy of
French ultra-moderstion toward Ger-

‘many, did not exactly put over the
thesis, swing the club or work the de-

termination, He, however, played the

Wilsonian precedent of bolting, and

used the Irish situation as the excuse.

Befores har',‘__boif.ed, Bowever; he con-
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sented to ona more session with M.
Briand. It was at breakfast at the
Hotel Crillon. Here on the breakfust
table Lloyd George played the last
card in his hand. It was the compro-
mise that the Upper Silesian dispute
should be passed along to the Council
of the League of Nations,

Bome Frenehmen are not so thor-
oughly convinced, kowever, that it waa
an unimportant piece of pasteboard
that Lloyd George threw down on the
breakfast table. The league Council
may yet uphold the British thesis, but
it saved the Franco-British political
entente for the moment. 1t saved Pre-
micr Briand fronreonvoking the Cham-
ber of Deputies to discuss a polix®sal
break with Englantd—a session in which
the political storm would likely have
foreed {he DBriand government to
sbandon its policy of moderation to-
ward Germany and replace it with a
policy of force—this, or region in favor
o others who arc awaiting their op-
portunity to apply the latter policy.

The situation may lkewise bhe en-
visaged if Premier Briand had, through
fear of the Lloyd George entente club,
accepted the British Premier's poliey
of ultra-moderation toward the late
enemy. Not only Millerand but a num-
ber of ministers were opposed to such
procedure, Doubtless Briand's Cabinet
would have melted hefore him by vir-
tue of resignations. In such an ecvent
the Premier's duty would have heen tn
himself resign. And wilh all “pretence”
of IFranco-British partnership in Bu-
topean affairs abandoned, France would

to-day be ecalling up new classes o |
strengthen an already strong army as |

the medium of making Germany adhere
to the Versailles Treaty. Instead,
France's policy of moderation toward
Germany continues. Credit for the
firmm  stand againgt Lloyd George's
pressure to widen it goes to Preaident
Millerand, who took the dispassionate
though undiplomatic view that French
publie opinion would revolt, and, any-
way, that possibly Lloyd George was
blufling, Neither did France yield in
the Supreme Council in the matter of
sanctions, but reserved the right to
gauge the proper time to lift them.
Political Upheaval Among
Deputies Still Is Possible

The Upper Silesinn affair and ils
importance in French political deyelop-
ment, are, however, not yel final.

Political upheaval in the regularly as-
sembled Chamber of Deputies in Oe-
tober is yet possible if tho Couneil of
the League of Nations decides in favor
of the Lloyd George argument,

Llovd George's political cleverness |
is not held lightly in France, For that |
reason the Franeo-British entente ex-
isting through the medium of the Fn.l-i
preme Council ig to-day only an en-|
tente in name. Since the “poker play-
ing" in the last session in Parls found
the two ecountries figuratively "Rp]Et-I
ting the pot,” with Millerand behind
Briand's chair throughout the play,l
there is little hope that important qucs—f
tions of the future ecan be regulated
with any mutual Franco-British satis-
faction in any supreme council, whether
held in Lendon, Paris, Spa, Boulogne,
Berlin or Bagdad. Franco-Britigh opin-
ions, cspecially those eoncerning Ger-
many, will flways clash so long an
Great Britain’s poliey is ultra-modera-
| tion based on fulure commerce and
| France’s policy is moderation, despite
a tommon national distrust of the late
enemy's future intentions.

Evon a wider gulf is possible be-
tween the two policies of England and
France, so far as Germany is con-
cerned, DBriand's moderation pl'ocedure_
is not acceptable to a lavge hloek in
| the Chamber of Deputizs—an anti-gov-
ernment block—which is uncalmly wait-
ing the opportunity to teal the
Premier's political strength in a vote
declaring the Chamber's confidence in |
| France's foreign policy or lack of con-

lidence,

I France’s attitude toward Germany,
by wvirtue of a new “oppogite block"
governmment, lapses back to one which
is less moderate than the present, all
pretenge of political entente between
England and France must be discarded,

As the “Oeunvre,” one of the most
outspoken non-partisan newspapers of
Paris, commentz: “The entente iz al-
ready redueced to a diplomatic fiction.
If the diverce is not already official
the separation de biens and de corps is
| already a fait accompli.,”

Premier Briand’s poliey of modera-
tion toward Germany began officially
on January 21, soon safter the new
Briand government had taken its seat,
On this date in the Chamber of Depu-
ties Briand faced his interpellators
from the Right declaring: “There is
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leader. In October it {5 expected

be decided.

more than a fignrelead post.

of ultra-moderation.

HESKE three are the predominant figures in the Freneh political
world to-day—Millevand, President of the French Republic;
Briand, the Prenier, and Poinedire, the most tmportant opposition

when the Silerian question and the ultimate policy toward Germany will

Millevand, eontrarvy to precedent, has made the office of President
Briawd's position, as a vesult of his deal-
ings with Lloyd George, has beconte very precarious.
taclk wpon him is being made by Poineare, ivho stands against o policy

that matters will come o a head,

The leavicst at-

recommence war? Trance has been #e-
cused of imperialism. Before the world
I declare this is untrue,” The Cham-
ber backed the Premier by a vote of
478 to 68.

But France will never stand for
ultra-moderation toward Germany, ani
this was the nrice that Lleyd George
put on the entents on August 13. The
entente is a8 good as wrecked, and the
iasue of Upper Silesia, now in the
hands of the Council of the league,
may still wreek the Briand government,

to dodge the interpellaiions which are
prepared for him in the Octoher Cham-

ton conference, In that eveous the
fate of the Briand govornment may be
delayed.

One of the most brilliant leaders ot
the anti-government, anti-moderation
camp in France is Senator Raymond
Poincard, former Prosident nnd Pre-

| no other alternative; do you want to

mier, who since his vetirement from

Millerand

PARIS, September 7.
RESIDENT MILLERAND of France
P and ‘President Harding have
something in eommon. To bepin
with, both are retired newspaper men,
In the second place, their tastes ave
simple, and becoming heads of im-
portant republics has not upset their
conceptions of life, Millerand ap-
peared at the “chic-est” racing event
in France—the Grand Prix—garbed in
8 sack suit and soft felt hat, and felt
as much at ease in front of the photog-
rapher a§ President Hartling recently
appeared to being “enapped” in his
shitt -sleeves chopping wood for the
Maryland niountain ¢ampfire,

Instend of camping in the summer,
President Millerand followed French
tradition and moved to Rambouillet, in
the large chateau set aside for sum-
mering French Presidents, But the
democratic Executive upset a fow Lam-
bouillet traditions. Scores of seveunts
were shocked to find themselvis rve-
garded as useless, The serypat staf
at the chateau ix the smallest in Prési-
dential history this year.

President Millerand is an Edison
for work., He rises at 6 o'elock and
tukes an early constitutional in order
to beat up an appetite for the morning
meal, He breakfasts at 7 sharp with
his newspapers; Official duties claim
him until 1 ». m,, when
regular family luncheon. Another stiff
veonstitutional in the picturesque woods
that surround the country reaidence,
and he is back at work again, after a
short. summer siesta which has been
prescribed by the Presidential physi-
cian. Close friends of the Executive,
however, say that the siesta pe'riod is
in reality a pretext for some quiet
reading,

Likes Picture Magasines

And Likes French Classics
President Millerand iz n devotee of

picture magazinee, and for actual vead-

ing he leans toward the French elys-

sies. At 4:30) p. m. he abandonx work
)

he joins the,

€

for tea—Engligh style—and then hits
into the forest again for the third con-
stitutional of the day. After this the
muil courfer has arrived from Parig
and he goes into his workroom again
with his secretusries, dictating letters
and attending to affairs of state. At
8 o'cloek the President is again at din-
ner with his family, and later, accord-
ing to the guest list at the chateau, it
is u gamoe of choss, bridge or poker, or,
guests lacking, it is a family gathering
with Mme, Millarand and the four chil-
dren. The curfew rings at 10 p. m.
{ sharp at Rambouillet, and the Presi-
\ dent of France is in bed with his alarm
| elock set for 6 a. m,

:| Thus the President of Franee works
{8 day of hours which would esll for a
| protest from the union in most any
trade but presidenting.

Marshal Foch tried one day to ac-
company the Executive on one of his
constitutionals in Rambouillet forest,
The famous soldier was forced to con-
clude that Napoleon spbke consider-
able truth when he said that an army
marches on its stomach, Millerang cats
four meals & day and can outwalk the
greatest soldier in Europe. But Foch
is essentially a strategist. He lured
his companion into a game of chess,
which it takes a tzetician to play. Foch
maneuvered his army of pawns around
| the Presidential queen in such a hurry
| that she was soon helpless. Then he
| turned loose his eavalry and heavy ar-
tillery and annililated her. The mon-
arch was soon dispatched in a neat
checkmate.

“Pll have my revenge,” said Mille-
{rand. But so far s known he has
| never had it, in spite of repeated at-
tempts, v
President 1s Not Slow at
American Gawe of Poker

The President is not so slow at tha
great American game of poker. But if

: Exponent of Simpl

predilection for simplicity.
table of France lacks all the elabnrate
and ceremonial sometimes
found in France, [t is modestly deco-
rated with a few flowers, and the food
I8 in keeping. It is conspicuous for
lack of gew.-waws as woll a3 multiple
courses,

President Millerand can quote long
poems with little effort, and espeeially
from the works of Baudelaire, his
favorita, Not so long ago he nstounded
Lloyd George by quoting verbatim an
entire article of the Versailles peace
treaty, whercupon the epigrammatic

features

walking Encyelopedia Britannica, Mille-
rand, the individual, made this impres-
8ion on a writar who talked with him
for the first time:

“You are impressed with his clear-
hess and his rapid decisions; ha uses
no diplomatic language nop flowery
phrases. His look penetrates., He js
genial and Kindly, but hag littla
patience with a talker who wanders
from the point, and does not hesitate
to bring him baek to it
of strong personality, who dees not
take advice from any one. He has tre-

mendons confidence in his own judg-
ment,"”

“Wilhelm” Subway Station
In Auteull Has Name Changed

Residents of Auteunil, the suburban
scetion of Parjs, objected so long and
vigorously to the “Wilhelm" under-
ground railway station in their suburb
that the authorities have now agreed
to eall it the station of “Autenil
Chureh.”

Kaiser Wilkelm of Doorn might be
feeling bad about it now, except that
the discovery has just been made that
Station “Wilhelm" of Auteuil has never
liad anything in common with the well
known Germanie Wilhelm,

The Wilhelmy of Auteuil in question

the luck is Lad he is a good loser,
Mine, Millerand shares her husband's

was a distinguished Frenck romposer
of music who, for the sake of sim-

A few more weeks will tell the tale un- [
less M, Briand invokes his legal right |

ber by hurrying away to the Washing- |

| OIT ‘nervousness.’

The first ‘

cost of livin £ Ay
Welshman sugprested that ha was n-’ RS

He is a man |

the Llysée Palace has become one of
the most prolific political sriters of
the eountry.

Raymond Poincaré’s opinions of Lloyd
George's ultra-moderation idea and
Premior Briand's moderation poliey are
rather forcefully cutlined in an article
written after Lloyd Georpe's speech on
the Supreme Couneil in the Houge of
Commons. He fakes ecalin exception
to the British Premlor's fight for Ger-
many in the Supreme Council, and eape-
cially his inference that France has
nothing to fear in a policy of ultra-
moderation. He nceuses the British
Prime Minister of political “blarnay-
ing.” Poincaré wriles: “The British
Premier excels in the art of adminiz-
tering the Gaelic douche. After the
icy water, the warm water; after the
eriticism, the praise; aftor the renion-
strance, the roassurance. But I think
that if Mz Lloyd George had leisure
to make a visit to cur devastated re-
gions he wouldrafrain from talking of
He would see every-

iCcity

plicity, changed his idontity from the

| French equivalent of YWilliam"—
“Bocauillon"—to the German equiva-
lent. of “Wilhelm."” Now that they

have consigned him to oblivion {n theiy

| fown the Auteuillois learn that Wil
| helm" composed most of the airs for

the chansons of Berang
mances of Parny, He
the new republie,

Coming to Paris on foot from Lian-
court in the provinees “Boequillon”
found the post-revolution Pariz some-
thing similar in the mutter of the high
t of present-day
Paris. He braved ths situation with
five franes in his pocket along with a
determination to be received as a stu-
dent into the Paris Conservatory of
Musie. When he had entered Paria a
begear accosted him:

"“Charity, if you pleage, my good
yeung citizen, and I will pray for you,"
pleaded the mendicant,

“Pray that I will get inte the con-
servatory and I'll give you three francs
day after to-morrow,’ responded Ci*i-
zen Boequillon,

Two days later the beggar had his
three francs. Wilhelm had been re-
ceived in the conservatory,

Now the Auteuillois are sorry that
they have snubbed the famous “Boe-
quillon.” It wasn't so much that he be-
came & good composer, suy some of his
erstwhile datractors, as the fact that
he lived three days in Paris on two
francd, That, they admit, was real
geniuas,

The raillway station soon will be
known as Station “Boequillon.”

er and the ro-
was a gon of

Wireless Zones Extended
TOKIO, Sept. 3 (By Mail).—As a re-
sult of negotiations between the Japa-
nese and American governments the
area in the Western hemisphere for the
dispatch of wireless messages from

Japan has been materially extended,
Radios ¢an now be sent to'all parta of
South, North and Central America,

where good people as calm aa they are | And one must acknowledge that after |

hard sworking, oceupied in bringing!

back life to their devastated country, |country which is seeking to recreate

He would notice that nothing distracts |
them from their weork, and that they |

have as much self-possession as the
most ‘phlegmatic’ of English peaple.
Even if, by chance, 4 personage of im- |

portance, such as a government suthor- |
ity, passes by, they would not distutb|
themsaelves; some woulde not nhundt.\r:|
their trowele; others would not leave |
their plows; they would continue their|
Iabor quite unmoyed and unconcerned.
They feel that they are fulfilling a|
sacred task; they are remaking by the |
sweat of their brow what the war has |
destroyed. ; |

“Every day I have this nmgnif‘;ucnti
spectacle before my eyes. 1 can see|
nowr on the other side of the valley the |
Roman Camp, which in 1914 was con-|
sidered one of our greatost strnnp;-i
holds, and at the foot of which nest]nd|
the small town of St. Mihiel. The Ger- |
mans reached there by strategy after|
the Battle of the Marne, snd remained |
there until September, 1018, From |
there they dominated the entire region
ond bombarded at their leisure our |
troops’ cantonments, There are still!
trenehes winding around the slopes of |
the hill and showing in ehalky white in |
the burni-up grass of the waste land,
On the right those skeletons of trees |
standing out against the horizon are
the remains of the Ailly wosd, For
four lonz years the forest which
crowned the top was daily the theater
of bloody combats. One day woe took
from the enemy a few sguare yards of |
the mangled ground. They retook them
the next day. We snatched them
again, and death vursued its pitiless
work. Here, at the entrance of the!
path across the Cotes de Meuse, and|
further, near what was once the vil-
lage of Marbotte, there are vast mili-
tary cemeteries testifying to the terri-
Lle losees our armies suffered. Every-
where, as far a3 the eye can seo, ruins
are apparent in the plaing, which are
still lacking the prosperous flocks and
herds formerly there, The arable lands
are, however, all under cultivation al-!
1teady. The inhabitants who fled havci
ceme back gradually; houses have been |
built, Tt iz not yet a real awakening |
in all its fullness, but it is no longer |
night and sleep. No, indeed. The peo-
rle who have achieyed these magic |
transformatiols are fiot a nervous peo-
ple. They are people imbued with an |
sdmirable courage and perseverance
and right feeling,

“There is no better place than in
these desolated regions and among
these robust French peasants to read,
guietly and without prejudice, Lloyd
George's last specch to the Commons. |

| the presence there of Allied troops is

| will be m cry of ‘All classes to be

i ‘Lloyd George, to us.

| seeretly transform commercial aero-

having meditated in the midst of this

itself on the three guaranties of peace
which the head of the British Cabinet
offers us, one is not entirely reassured.

“The first condition of our safety,
says Llovd George, is the disarmament
of Germany, and we at once fancy our-
selves to be in agreement with him.
But for him the disarmament is al-
ready ended, or it soon will be, and
that ought to be enough to reassure
us. The military sanctions must be
put an end to immediately, and even
evacuation of the occupied territories
ns soon as possible considered, because

disagreeable and humiliating for Ger-
many and maintaing a spirit of sullen
animosity against the COIqUerors.
Thus, there is always the same delu-
sion. Mr., Lloyd George sees a Ger-
many always preparved to be grateful
for an act of clementy and generogity
and only waiting for the departure of
our army from the Rhine to pay us and
to disarm,

“But afterward, if she does not pay,
what is to be done? Shall we send
back our soldiers to-the territories |
which we have abandoned? Shall we!
re-establish the sanctions which we
have renounced? It is then that there

called up' in all the Allied countries,
and it will doubtless be too late then.
And if, after having disarmed, Ger-
many begins to arm again, what shall|
we dao then? Vain fears, says Mr.
As regards the
navy, England has nothing to fear, A
large ghip cannot be built without the
whole world being aware of it, Even |
in the cass of submerines one's mind |
may be entirely at rest. Before the:.
war the Allies knew the whole of the |
German fleet, unit by unit. France will |
know just as surely the state of thci
land army. Gung are not made in cel-
lars. It is true there are French or-li
ficers who went to Germany with the
mission and are there now who deelare
that certain factories can rapidly and

planes into army planes for bombing,
produce guns in quantities and shells
in hundreds of thousands, There are
other officers who affirm that among
Germen laboratories some of the
ninoty-three are given over to feverish
researches in poison gases and explo-
sives. Chimera, says Mr, Lloyd Geaorge,
If all that were happening the whole
universe would know of it. The age
of mysteries is over; cannons, like di-
plomacy, are made in the market place.

“But let us suppose Mr. Lloyd
George's optimism is right in the face
of our defiance and that wae may be
sure that when Germany arms we shall

Millerand s

|
| Poincare

read the news in the naDeTs,
| happen when we learn -i:,
[tainty shall we have ti.:
will help vs to stop the
factures?
first airplan
the first gun or the last
which they wil] begin to
On that paint Mr 11
not a word to reass
will
worth from that moment?

& cemetery where
| men basely shot by
|1 am wondering whether My
| George could really have spoken
| ously when he enunciated hig
proposition.
Bgainst anothey
|'& long time to core

'what docs: it matler if the enemy

| bleed afresh.”

Francg;

Silent Powey
In Controve

Backs P,
Position of Firm Signq:
Spite of Lloyd
Demand for

————————

What wiy
What ter.
our ailiny

: e war Mapg,
intervens 2

¢ or the thousandgys I
the Poing o
£l anxipygs
oyd George by,
UTe Us With, Wiy
One  FuaTantes b

Will they

his number

“I am thinking over number tws 4

lie poor hushang.
the Germuns, and
Llayg
SeTis
Beeond
would seeyre oy
attack by Gurmn_v for

What

i the remen,

brence, which she cannot fail tp have,
| of the ruin brought her by the war
What 2 subjeet for reflection f";
solitary pedestrian. The Tuin of Gep.
many. Because hep treasury is deeply
in debt, because the value of her money
| has depreciated, are her industriey
dead? Have her companiss stopped

issuing dividends? Are hey individyg)
members in misery? And sine Whey
have we seen that the bad state of 4
budget prevents a warlike nower fron
lighting a conflagration? |In 1514 the
financial condition of Austril—Hnnnrg
was in & very bad way, and this eritical
situation contributed more to drive ot
the monarchy than to retain it. | ap
too close to the frentier here aaf |
know only too well that misfortun,
descended on this side and not on the
other. We are not in need of all thesy

=

{8ad happenings to make us peaceful,

but Germany, who has not suffered
from them, is not likely to be any the
wiser for our trials.

“Thers remains number three, whizh
I must confess, read in this country %
of good =sense and. simplicity, seemy 1y
me obscure and rather strained, Our
third guarantee, deelares Mr. Lloyd
George, is the knowledge that the m.
tion, whichever it may be, that pro.
vokes a war drags into it wantonly,
the wrole world. And do not ny
Mr, Lloyd George that the whele warld
moves rather slowly, for the volatis
Premier has an answer for evervthing
and if he trusts to allaying our anp.|
iety with a philosophic stateme |

brings off a success at the begiy
n'ag? ‘In the end the greater th
initizl success, the greater the disaster
that will fall upon the aggressor.” Thi
time we are completely reassured, and,
what iz still better, abundantly con
soled. My dear friends of Lorraine
how can you possibly expect a ntnjt
offensive from Germany? She ha
burned your houses, poisoned your well
ravaged your fields. She knows well
that if she attempted to recommense
it the other nations would not allow
her to do it. Doubtless, doubtless; but
in 1870 did they not allow it? And
in 1914, if Germany had not visted
Belgian neutrality, would England have
decided to act? And was not the Luisls
tania affair necessary to open the ey
of the Americans? Who is there who
can say, knowing that America has not
ratified the treaty of military assist.
ance signed by President Wilson, and
which Mr. Lloyd George has not at-
tempted to have approved by the Hoose
of Commons—that pact which he him-
self drew up—who can say that Gers
many will not one day be inspired to
attempt once niore the enterprisewhich
did not succeed? And shall we then
be condemned to suffer har great sue
cess at the outset in order to be more
convinced that later a great disaster
will come upon her? But while awail-
ing the end, valiant and unhapey
Franee, it iz you whose wounds witl §
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